reached by the human understanding from that which is presumably unattainable by it. The close adherence to this principle will probably expose me to the charge of having surrounded the subject with unresolved doubts and difficulties. But I think it far better to incur this imputation, than to assume a knowledge not yet possessed, or to cover the deficiencies of reason by any mere artifices of language." (pp. viii., ix.) One of Dr. Holland's main objects has been to point out the mode in which the mesmeric phenomena and doctrines, and the topics collateral to them, which have drawn so largely upon public attention of late years, should be scientifically examined. We are glad to find his views in such complete accordance with our own on this point. We are convinced that the profession has done discredit to its own character, and has lost no inconsiderable amount of public confidence, by the tone of ridicule which it has generally assumed with regard to the class of phenomena in question; and that it will not recover its lost ground, until " We can hardly go further in deciphering this most obscure part of our nature, present though its effects ever are to our consciousness. But these effects are too rapid in sequence, the changes in the power and direction of the will too frequent and transient, to be submitted to analysis. We recognise the main fact of its limitation by the automatic parts of our structure ; we see and feel it to be variously controlled by impressions from without and states of mind within; we observe the influences of these several causes in creating habits of action, mental as well as bodily, in which the power of the will is so far lost that they become almost like the instincts of inferior life." (pp. 28, 29.) In applying these considerations to the states already alluded to, he proceeds It seems probable that no change ever takes place in our consciousness, without leaving an impression behind it, which may be revived at some future time, however remote, either by suggestions independent of the will, or by a voluntary act of recollection (which we believe to be nothing else than a revival of the desiderated impression by suggestions purposely brought to act upon it), or, it may be, by the return of a certain
